Jefferson Township Board of Trustees
June 3, 2008
Regular Meeting Minutes

The Jefferson Township Trustees met in Regular Session with the following members present:

Angela Jones - Present
Brice Sims - Present
Hugh McGuire - Present

Paula Hawkins - Present
Motion by Brice Sims to approve the Meeting Minutes of May 6, and May 13, 2008. 
Seconded by Hugh McGuire.
Roll Call: Angela Jones (abstain) Brice Sims (yes) and Hugh McGuire (yes)
Fiscal Officer’s Business:

The financial report for the Month of March is as follows:
Expenditures:
$ 113,133.17

Balance:

$ 781,386.81
We are in the process of bringing everything current, please bear with us.  There are still some outstanding obligations for this year and previous years.
Motion by Hugh McGuire to not approve the balance report dated 4/1/08 – 4/30/08, because I do not believe we have that much money in the bank.  I will need further examination of the books. Seconded by. Brice Sims
Roll Call: Angela Jones (yes) Brice Sims (yes) and Hugh McGuire (yes)
Old Business: None to report
New Business: 
We have Tawana Jones from the Montgomery County Community Development (MCCD) department, to give a presentation on the CDBG projects that were funded this year.

Tawana: Thank you for allowing me to come and give a presentation at this meeting tonight.  I am here for mainly two reasons.  The first one is that we are in the process of preparing our consolidated plan for the next 5 years; and one of the things we have to figure out is, what the community needs are for Montgomery County.  If anyone has any suggestions, on what they would like to see in the community, please complete one of the citizens comment cards.  You can return the cards by leaving them here a Jefferson Township or you can send me an email. I will also be talking about projects for 2008 and projects that are happening outside the City of Dayton and Kettering.
Tawana spoke about the projects that are going on outside of the community as well as the MCCD’s different funding sources.  She also spoke about the projects that are, have or will be going on in Jefferson Twp., which included:


2006:
Street Improvements 
$  75,000.00


2006:
Property Demolitions
$100,000.00


2007: 
Street Improvements
$  58,000.00


2007:
Property Demolitions
$  40,000.00

An audience member asked if it was possible to have infrastructure improvements in the township.  Tawana stated that she was not sure since funds are very limited.  MCCD only has $675,000.00, and that has to be spread throughout the entire county competitively.  The audience member stated that she would like to see the water pipes increased from 4”.  Bill Johnson stated that Jefferson Twp. is currently working with the Jefferson Water Authority, because they are the ones who are eligible to apply for grant funds to complete that type of project; and since the amount needed to fund that project is so large, they would have to apply with the Ohio Public Works department.
Carl Moyler asked what the plans are for development along the Rt. 35 corridor, or new housing apartment/condos.  Tawana stated that she did not have an answer about the corridor development at this time.  Bill Johnson stated that the State of Ohio will not permit any openings along Rt. 35; with limited to no entrances and exits, development of new businesses will not happen.  It is the same with Trotwood; however Trotwood has cross streets that they can develop on.  We are in the process of trying to bring development behind and around the Administration building.
Tawana: As for your other question, I am not aware of any Apartment/Condo housing going on in the community at this time.

Bill Johnson: St. Mary’s is in the development stages of a 62 unit project. They are currently working on that now.  We have also approached the VA about doing some housing for physicians, who practice in their hospital.

Tawana: I want to tell you about the $730,000.00 we are planning to use for year 08/09. 


The City of Brookville is doing some improvements to make the city look better.


The City of Centerville is in need of handicap accessible bus stops.


Village of Farmersville has a need for a sewer project.

Harrison Township has a need to complete a storm drainage project.


Huber Heights is in need of money to complete a Senior Citizens Center parking lot.


Jefferson Township will receive money to maintenance roads that were previously 
worked on.


Miamisburg will receive money for downtown improvements.


Phillipsburg will make improvements to the community building.


Riverside has some acquired titled properties that they have had for awhile and are in 
need of improvements.


Trotwood will complete work along Salem Avenue.


In Union the acquisition and demolition of a property.

In Vandalia, we are working on a Senior Citizens Rehab.

Verona will be completing some sewer work.

West Carrollton is doing a lot of infrastructure in the old downtown area.
And that is all I have.  Thank you.

Bill Johnson: One thing I would like to mention that Tawana didn’t about all of these grants that were awarded; there is a match.  Grant fund recipients have to match the funds they receive from the county, its not completely free money.

Resolution for consideration:

Resolution 08-18(R) Revising the language of Resolution 08-18 passed on May 13, 2008 


           declaring it necessary to levy a tax in excess of ten mill limit.
Motion by Brice Sims to accept Resolution 08-18(R).  Seconded by Hugh McGuire.
Roll Call: Angela Jones (abstain) Brice Sims (yes) and Hugh McGuire (yes)  
Resolution 08-20 A resolution adding two (2) street lights on Bluecrest Ave. and to levy 


          special assessments to pay for lighting.
Motion by Brice Sims to accept Resolution 08-20. Seconded by Hugh McGuire.
Roll Call: Angela Jones (yes) Brice Sims (yes) and Hugh McGuire (yes)  

Resolution 08-21 A resolution endorsing and authorizing Jefferson Township Fire Fighters and 

       EMT’s to participate in the Wills for Heroes Program.
Motion by Hugh McGuire to accept Resolution 08-21. Seconded by Brice Sims.

Roll Call: Angela Jones (yes) Brice Sims (yes) and Hugh McGuire (yes)  

Resolution 08-22 Authorizing the purchase of a new emergency warning siren to be placed at 



      Station 61, with 50% of the cost to be reimbursed by the Montgomery 



      County Emergency management program.


Motion by Brice Sims to accept Resolution 08-22. Seconded by Hugh McGuire.

Roll Call: Angela Jones (yes) Brice Sims (yes) and Hugh McGuire (yes)  
Resolution 08-23 Authorizing a contract for the training of the new Fiscal Officer.


Motion by Hugh McGuire to accept Resolution 08-23. Seconded by Brice Sims.

Roll Call: Angela Jones (yes) Brice Sims (yes) and Hugh McGuire (yes)  
Departmental Reports

Dir. Of Econ. Development & Operations: W. Johnson
· We have received the grant that Tawana was just talking about, for the crack and seal project in the Ridgewood Heights area.

· We have completed the Asbestos survey for the 12 demolition properties. We are in the process of getting bids from demolition contractors. We have one property that is really giving us a problem and it is the one next to the Root Beer stand on W. Third Street.  That property will have to be handled care.
· Our Fire Chief Roy Mann has inspected the second batch of houses, so that process has been started.  That will be 10 structures in the second batch

· I had one BusinessFirst visit with VTechgraphics.  I was really impressed with his business and business plan. I have six more businesses that I plan to conduct.

· There is an OWPC workshop that I hope to attend with the Jefferson Water Authority.

· I want to thank Ms. Taylor for her leadership with the Great American Clean-up.  She really worked hard on that project, and we appreciate you.
· The 2006 & 2007 Township Audit will begin on June 12 and should take about 2 weeks to complete.

· The Infirmary and Derby Road project will be completed by June 15, 2008.

Road Department: Craig Howell 

· Mowing of the Town Hall, Fire Station and Graveyards
· Mowing of all Township roads and unattended fronts.

· Completed a “How to manage unacceptable behavior in the workplace” seminar.

· Various potholes patched throughout the Township roads.

· New Township truck update: The truck is in the parking lot for viewing

· Participated in the “Great American Clean-Up” program by picking up bags and disposing them at no charge

· Purchased some materials for Vinal Road job

· Attended Preconstruction meeting for resurfacing project, estimated start date is June 16, 2008

· Due to the increasing cost of oil, fuel has risen drastically, for future planning there may be a need for an increase of funds

· Rec’d a call from Montg. County Engineers, to pick up old traffic control signs at the Derby Rd construction site Picked-up trash from the illegal dumping on Forney Rd
· 05/29/08 Replaced missing street name sign on the corner of W. Third St & Taft Ave.
Zoning Department: 
· Last month we issued 3 Zoning permits.
· 10 Letters for high grass, 2 complied, 1 was given a 30 day extension.  The process involves notifying the property owner and presenting them to the Trustees to declare the properties a nuisance.  Once that has been done, we can cut the property and charge the owner.  I want to thank Craig, Draya and the road department, because we are working as a team to provide as much service to the Township as possible in 4 hours a day.

Fire Department: Roy Mann 

For the Month of May:

· 96 EMS calls


*9 mutual aids rec’d


*0 mutual aids given

·  30 Fire calls


*11 medical assist


*0 mutual aids rec’d


*0 mutual aids given

MCSO: Captain

For the Month of May: I want to extend a thank you to the citizens and Trustees of the Township from the Sheriff’s Dept, for the continued support.
· 759  Incidents 
· 166  Reports Taken 

·    11 Felony Arrests

·   37  Misdemeanors Arrests  

·     3  D.U.I. citations

·   76  D.U.S. citations
·   26  Speeding citations

·   22 Seatbelt citations

·   95 Warnings

·   23 Non moving citations

·   91 Other warnings

·     2 Motor vehicle accidents investigations 
I do want to urge individuals that see suspicious activity, to please contact the sheriff’s department immediately, and please get involved with your local neighborhood watch program. 
Trustees Report:

Trustee Jones: Announcement of Sheriff Dave Vore’s retirement party, June 4, 2008 at 10:00 at Courthouse Square.  There was an article in the newspaper about the cost for hauling trash with private owners, going up due to the increase in fuel prices.  Rumpke announced that they will increase their prices also, due to hauling trash to Brown County.  The price of diesel fuel has risen from $2.50 per gallon to $4.50 per gallon.  Before the Trustees declared Jefferson Township a trash district, this was one of our concerns along with reducing the number of trucks on our streets. Taking all that into consideration, we decided to go with the City of Dayton and I am glad we did.  Not only will your trash bill not increase from the $180.00 a year because of the 3 year contract, but the Township will receive 10% of the revenue annually. I wanted to report on that, because I know that a lot of citizens were not happy with the trash issue, but it ended up being a good decision that the Trustees made.  I spoke with Hugh and Mr. Johnson about the issues with not having an active Zoning person, and we want to fix the problem immediately.  There are a lot of properties that have high grass and sometimes our road department is not able to get their equipment into some of the areas that need taken care of.  So we have decided to contract with someone to cut the grass for us.  All of the staff members have been taken on extra duties to help out with zoning issues; taking away from other things that they need to do. So this is a time where citizens need to be understanding of the Board when we say how important it is that we pass a levy.  We are burning candles at both ends, and the staff has not complained or asked for an increase in pay due to all of the extra duties.  Even the Fire Chief, he can not run out and declare a building for demolition, only unsafe. Vacant properties are not just a problem in Jefferson Township, it is a nationwide problem.  The vacant properties can be directly linked to the foreclosure crisis in America.  The foreclosure rate has increased 65% and it is expected to be 3 million foreclosures this year.  The Fair Housing Authority is now talking about securing parking lots so that people will have a safe place to sleep in their cars.  I sit on the ADDUMAS Board and we are also trying to address the future problems to come with the closing of Twin Valley.  Once Twin Valley closes, people with mental illness will have to check into a hospital for evaluation, start their lives again upon being released and they will have no where to go.  This will add to the rapid increasing rate of homeless people in the community. This will affect Jefferson Twp. and we need to be thinking about ways we can help so that your homes and cars are not being broken in to.  Please be patient when complaining about someone’s grass being high, we know that we do not like that and we are trying to fix the problem.  It does not matter who comes and sits in the Board seats, if the resources are not there, it will not happen.  I said that before Mr. McGuire took seat and he agrees; he knows that this levy has to pass.  We have to be aware of the things that are going on in and around our community.  Mr. McGuire did a presentation on foreclosure and the turn out was low, for what ever reason.  If someone would like to talk in private, they can call Mr. Johnson and he would be happy to direct them to the appropriate place to seek assistance. Mr. Johnson mentioned that, nationally 40% of the loans are investor loans, people who own rental property; when those loans go bad, it is the renters that will have no place to live and those are the people who are going to be sleeping in parking lots at night.

Trustee McGuire: I want to thank Angela Jones for giving a report because she has a wealth of information.  I believe in sharing information with the public, so thank you. I have been meeting with the neighborhood environment committee, and we are setting up guidelines to assist the new company who bought Perma-Fix, to reduce pollution and help them along with their new process.  Their in the process of changing their whole operation, and should be completed by the end of August.  Please call me and leave your number or email address if you want to know the date of our next meeting.  The EPA will be having a meeting here at the Administration offices at 7:00 pm about their permit process on June 10th. The topic will be about transferring the permit from Perma-Fix to Clean Water Limited. Also, I attended the first suburbs meeting and they had a representative there from Greater Ohio and they team up with the Brookings Institute to start a new project called “Restoring Prosperity to Ohio”. The group identified 9 cities that were previously identified in the 1950’s as industrial cities; they relooked at them to see if they met criteria and the list ballooned to 31 cities.  We are going to be working with this group and hopefully this is one of the vehicles we can use to bring development to Jefferson Twp.  I attended the Jefferson 2008 High School graduation.  I was so proud of that class because even though it was 49 students, 16 of them received over half a million dollars in scholarships and 30% of that graduating class have a GPA’s over 3.0.  My hat is off to the Optimist Club for working with the school board.
Trustee Sims:  Mr. Johnson is keeping us up to date on a lot of things and everyday he does a great job.  I went to the Great American Clean-up meeting and they were giving away free lawnmowers. So I requested a couple of them. I will be attending Sheriff Vore’s retirement party.
Citizen’s comments:
Sylvia Wright: Question: I travel to Florida in December and return to Dayton in April. Last year when you decided to go with the City of Dayton for trash removal, I spoke with someone and informed them that I was not interested in the City of Dayton’s services.  She told me that there was an opt-out time and it had expired. This November of last year I asked them to come and pick up the receptacle because I would out of town for 5 months.  When I came back, it was still there and a coupon for $30.00 in my mail box.  It’s not that I don’t want the City of Dayton to pick up my trash, I’m just going to be away for 5 months and it’s $30.00 a months, and I don’t want to pay for something I’m not using. I want to see if there is anything that could be done so that I don’t have to pay for months I’m not using the service?


Answer: We met with the Ohio Public Works Director to correct the problems of individuals who fail through the cracks. Mr. Johnson will take care of it, and call you.
Carl Moyler: Question: I want to give an update on the Jefferson Township Festival.  Jefferson Township Days will be July 11th – 13th, 2008. The cost last year was $8,000.00 and it will be more expensive this year.  We are planning this festival on limited resources, so were going to need some help.  We are asking for assistance from the community and the board.  The festival will be in Arthur Fisher Park again, and we are posting signs.  Jefferson Twp Days have been in existence since 1977.  The person who we contracted with to provide rides, opted-out duel to the increase of fuel, so we will not be having any rides, we will have some inflatables instead. 


Answer: We are going to have to stop the meeting at this time due to the serve weather conditions developing outside.  I apologize to you Mr. Moyler; we were unaware that you wanted to give a presentation, next time let us know ahead of time and we will make you have the time you need.
Meeting Adjourned
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