Jefferson Township Board of Trustees
July 1, 2008
Regular Meeting Minutes

The Jefferson Township Trustees met in Regular Session with the following members present:

Angela Jones - Present
Brice Sims - Present
Hugh McGuire - Present

Paula Hawkins - Present
Motion by Brice Sims to approve the Meeting Minutes of June 3, 2008. Seconded by Hugh McGuire.
Roll Call: Angela Jones (yes) Brice Sims (yes) and Hugh McGuire (yes)
Fiscal Officer’s Business:

The financial report for the Month of May is as follows:
Fund Balances:

General
$ 188,343.00
Road

$ 156,703.00
MVL 

$   17,543.00

Gas

$ 122,749.00 

Police

$ 113,435.00

Fire

$   40,638.00

EMS

$     6,895.00

Zoning
$     3,143.00

Trustee Jones stated, that the Board thinks that the report Ms. Hawkins is giving is beautiful, well put together and easy to read. Thank you for that.  Everyone agreed.
Ms. Hawkins stated that the State Audit is moving along nicely and should be completed by the end of July.

Motion by Brice Sims to approve the financial report for May, 2008. Seconded by Hugh McGuire.

Roll Call: Angela Jones (yes) Brice Sims (yes) and Hugh McGuire (yes)
Old Business: None to report
New Business: 
Resolution for consideration:

Resolution 08-24 Authorizing the use of Charles Richardson Park on July 4, 2008 for the Kilby 



      Family Reunion
Motion by Angela Jones to accept Resolution 08-24.  Seconded by Brice Sims.
Roll Call: Angela Jones (yes) Brice Sims (yes) and Hugh McGuire (yes)  
Resolution 08-25 Authorizing placement of the Neighborhood Watch signs throughout Jefferson


      Township.
Motion by Brice Sims to accept Resolution 08-25. Seconded by Hugh McGuire.
Roll Call: Angela Jones (yes) Brice Sims (yes) and Hugh McGuire (yes)  

Departmental Reports

Dir. Of Econ. Development & Operations: W. Johnson
· As the fiscal officer stated, we are currently being audited for the years 2006 and 2007 by Charles Harris & Associates out of Columbus.
· In June I attended the OPWC application workshop with the Jefferson Regional Water Authority. Jefferson Township will work with the Water Authority on the submission of an application for funds that is due in September.

· We are waiting for clearance on the old Fire Station building on Third Street from the EPA.  There was an underground tank that was leaking; we have taken all of the steps that were recommended by the EPA, so hopefully they will give us clearance to dispose of that building.

· The final inspection was completed on the Derby Rd and Infirmary Rd reconstruction, there are a few minor repairs to done due to heavy rain, but for the most part it is complete and open.
· The Montgomery County Auditors office was scheduled to be here in July, that meeting has been pushed back to August 14th, 15th and 16th. They are waiting on approval of the appraisal from the state. They said they are notifying all of the residents by mail.
Road Department: Craig Howell 

· Mowing of the Town Hall, Fire Station and Graveyards
· Mowing of all Township roads and unattended fronts.

· Removed overgrown brush at parks.

· The Vinal job is approx. 95% completed.

· There was some spray painting vandalism at Charles Richardson Park, so we repainted those areas affected.
· Ridgewood Heights was heavily attended to; we cleaned up that area very well.

· The crack and seal program is underway in Blairwood, Ridgewood Height and the west end of Jefferson will be repaired.

· The Jefferson Twp. 86 Chevy Dump Truck is on sale at www.govdeals.com
The road department was in attendance and received a round of applause for the good work that they do everyday. Trustee Jones, says that they talk about how Jefferson Twp. has small crew but they always do such a great job on the roads, especially in the winter time. Trustee McGuire said that Mr. Lock and Mr. Gephardt always speak highly of the road dept. Mr. Johnson stated that the road department did a great job on the Vinal Rd.  It is going to be a tremendous help to everyone in that area.  I spoke to Miller Valentine and they are going to tie all of those sump pumps into the sewer line; I have asked them to cover the cost we incurred on the repairs.
Zoning Department: 
· We have sent out 50 letters last month for high grass issues, there is a total of 92 violations in process. 
· One nuisance hearing in June, for high grass and the Trustees approved for us to cut 5 lawns.

· 6 zoning permits issued

· A part time zoning person was hired
· 3 Commercial structures that were declared a nuisance in June by the Trustees, is currently being advertised for demolition.  One of those properties is being appealed. This is a project that is in partnership with Trotwood.

· 12 residential structures are currently being advertised for demolition. The preconstruction bid will be July 9th at 9:00am in the Town hall meeting room, and bids are due July 14th.

Fire Department: Roy Mann (Given By Craig Howell)
For the Month of May:

· 89 EMS calls


*10 mutual aids rec’d


*0 mutual aids given

·  107 Fire calls


*89 medical assist


*0 mutual aids rec’d


*2 mutual aids given

MCSO: Captain

Mr. Johnson – The sheriff will not be here tonight, the department had to serve some warrants in Harrison Township.  I know that there was one accident today, that may be fatal, but we do not know the outcome yet. There was also an arrest for breaking and entering on Germantown Pike today. 
Trustees Report:

Trustee Jones: I have asked Mr. Johnson to take the lead on the Nuisance Abatements for grass cutting, so we now how some things in place for that. We would probably going to have a nuisance meeting once a week until the end of the season. There are a lot of issues going on in Jefferson Township and we are in need of a levy.  There has not been a new Twp levy in over 30 years. We as a Board, need to stay focused on that, and understand that a lot thing that we want to do; we are not going to be able to do.  We need as many volunteers as possible to help pass the Levy. The Jefferson Twp. Days will be July 11, - 13th.  
Trustee McGuire: I received a resident complaint about the proposed gun range across from a property on Dayton Liberty Rd.  I checked into it and found out that there was no record of this on file with the Township office.  I spoke with the property owner to discourage him, and informed him that even if he did apply for a permit, he would most likely be denied.  We are in the process of issuing a letter to him, so that he can cease and desist from starting a gun range on that property.  I attended Sheriff Vore’s farewell celebration and met with the acting Sheriff, Phil Plummer due to Brice Sims encouragement and introduction.  The Montgomery County Sheriff’s dept. has done a lot of favors for us, and we want to keep up that good relationship; so thank you, Brice.  There have been numerous complaints about Rauch trucks on Dayton-Farmersville Rd, so I have spoke to Capt. Landis; they are going to bring trailers out to monitor the weight, to make sure he is within limits. I have asked the Ohio dept of natural resources to look into the legality of his excavation project on his property; I am waiting on a written report from them. We are having problems with juveniles vandalizing and stealing property around the Vanguard Ericson, Coulson and Blairwood areas, so the Trustees are looking into implementing a curfew for the Township, but we have to research the legality of it.  We will make a determination probably before the next meeting.  I have recently found a solution to end the high gas price issue as a result of passing a legislation to end the Enron Loop hole. Please see me for more information or to get involved. I also attended a rally about this topic and even though news cameras were there, the important topics were not broadcast on television.  I plan on meeting with the news stations to find out how we can get the info out there to educate people.  
Trustee Sims:  Trustee McGuire received a call from Carl Moyler about wanting the Sheriff’s dept. to get involved in the Jefferson Twp Days.  I put a call into Capt. Landis and he said that he would do everything he can to help us. I talked with Rhine McLin and we are trying to raise more money for you Carl, so that it would be a successful day. I want to thank Mr. McGuire for attending the retirement party.  Ms. Taylor, you did a wonderful job cleaning up areas in the Township.  I want to thank Mr. Johnson for the wonderful job he does on the day to day operations of the Township. Without him, the Trustees would be lost. Mr. McGuire agreed.
Citizen’s comments:
Ms. Taylor: Question/Comment: Thank you for the comments regarding the clean up.  It is an on going thing. Is it possible for the corner lot to be cut from Holland to the grocery store and where the bus stop is?  Can we change the brightness of the street lights in that area also? Craig, can you please remove the Great American Clean-Up sign from the bush next door to my home? Due to the overgrowth, I am unable to get to it. 


Answer: We will speak with the property owner about cutting the grass and I will speak with DP&L about the lights. Craig will remove the sign for you, because the American Clean-Up was something that we participated in.
Eager Sherman: Question/Comments: I want to say that the Road Dept crew did a great job on the Vinal Rd project, and I want to know when Miller Valentine is going to tie all of the pipes together.


Answer: I have already contacted Miller Valentine, and they are going to tie them all together and run them into that catch basin.

 Cary Moyler: Question/Comments: (Low and at times inaudible) The Jefferson Twp. Festival Days will be July 11th thru 13th. We still have booth space available and due to the decline on financial support, money is extremely tight.  Thanks for contacting the Sheriff’s dept, because we will need their assistance with security issues. Trustee Sims asked for additional information about the parade so that he could the word around. Mr. Johnson asked for the parade route so that the Twp could issue a permit.
Mary Johnson: Question/Comments: It is always a pleasure to hear others be acknowledged for the efforts they put out. Can you please tell me if the kids that excelled in school this year, have they been acknowledge? We should encourage our children to do the right thing and if they are doing well, we should acknowledge them.  We need to as a whole community, come together and creative the types of activities that would keep the youth away from dysfunctional behavior.  So when the Coalition has its next meeting, can we have a commitment from the Board to be present? Answer: We have not received any information from the school in regards to the children at all. Trustee McGuire said that he would get with the Trustees to send out letters to individual students.  Trustee McGuire said that he would make effort to start attending the meetings and he also want to introduce a possible volunteer; Mr. Gillespie, a retired former Assistant City of Dayton Manager. Trustee Sims says that he will commit also to being at more Coalition meetings.  Trustee Jones informed Mr. Johnson that Jefferson Twp. has a history recognizing students who do well, and we will do more to make sure that happens.
*What is the plan of action for the Zonng Director position that is open? Answer: We plan to leave the Zoning Director position open until we can pass a levy and pay all of our bills.  

*What is the plan to educate the community about the levy? Answer: We haven’t started working on that yet; we are looking for a consultant to put together a campaign for us.
*Is it possible to have a booth at the Jefferson Twp. Festival to pass out information about the levy? Answer: Yes it is possible, but we would have to use donations to purchase a booth for the levy committee.  At this time we do not have a committee or donations.  We would need to think of another way to get the literature out legally.
Willa Bronson: Question/Comments: Did you say that we have a part-time zoning person? Is a zoning inspector different from a person who knows the laws and procedures of zoning? Answer: Yes, what we are trying to do is have someone monitor the high grass issues.

*The five permits, were those all regarding high grass? Answer: No, those were regarding pole barns, fences and one for a new house.
*Mr. Johnson mentioned that the BZA was supposed to be working on something, but when I talked to some of those people, they said that they weren’t working on anything.  What are they working on?
Answer: There are 3 commercial businesses that we are tearing down, and one of the properties owners wants to appeal that decision so that he can put his business in that location.  In order for this to happen he has to go before the BZA. We are waiting for him to submit additional information, before I schedule a hearing for the BZA.

*The reason I ask, is because we have a new shooting range in my neighborhood and I wanted to make sure that they were not going before the BZA and getting permission to continue to operate. Answer: They would not being going before the BZA because they haven’t applied for it.  So when the neighbors hear gun shots, they should call the police and we will be sending the property owner a letter.  It is a residential area and you can not have a gun range in a residential area.
*You mention that the declining market is going to affect our property values.  I understand that, but is may have a negative effect on the levy passing; however I believe that if the community continues to see positive things happening, the levy will pass.

*The last thing I have is a concern about the fire hydrants and possibility of getting our insurance rates reduced.  Have we looked into working with the City of Dayton at all?  Answer:  (Mr. Johnson) I would love to work with the City and have sanitation and sewer out here. (Trustee McGuire) There is a JWRA report on their website if anyone wanted to read it.

The Trustees went into executive session 
Motion by Hugh McGuire to go into executive session.  Seconded by Angela Jones.

Roll Call: Angela Jones (yes) Brice Sims (yes) and Hugh McGuire (yes)  
The Board returned to regular session and adjourned.
Meeting Adjourned
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