Jefferson Township Board of Trustees
September 2, 2008
Regular Meeting Minutes

The Jefferson Township Trustees met in Regular Session with the following members present:

Angela Jones - Present
Brice Sims - Present
Hugh McGuire - Absent
Paula Hawkins - Present
Motion by Brice Sims to approve the Meeting Minutes of August 5 and August 25, 2008. Seconded by Angela Jones.
Roll Call: Angela Jones (yes) Brice Sims (yes) and Hugh McGuire (absent)
Fiscal Officer’s Business:

The financial report for August 1 to August 12, 2008 is as follows:
Fund Balances:

General
$ 237,777.96
Road

$ 223,828.73
MVL 

$   17,543.00

Gas

$ 121,227.08 

Police

$ 173,971.00

Fire

$   65,556.51
EMS

$   10,409.00

Zoning
$     1,948.56
Motion by Brice Sims to accept the financial report. Seconded by Angela Jones.
Roll Call: Angela Jones (yes) Brice Sims (yes) and Hugh McGuire (absent)
Old Business: None to report
New Business: 
Accepting the resignation of Trustee Hugh McGuire.  Trustee Jones received the resignation today and read it for the record.
Motion by Brice Sims to accept Trustee McGuire’s resignation. Seconded by Angela Jones.

Roll Call: Angela Jones (yes) Brice Sims (yes) and Hugh McGuire (absent)  
Resolution for consideration:

Resolution 08 – 37 Accepting Glen Oak Drive as satisfactory for placement on the Jefferson 



           Township Road System for maintenance in accordance with section 711.091 




of the Ohio Revised Code 

Motion by Angela Jones to accept Resolution 08-37. Seconded by Brice Sims.

Roll Call: Angela Jones (yes) Brice Sims (yes) and Hugh McGuire (absent)  
Departmental Reports

Dir. Of Econ. Development & Operations: W. Johnson
· The demolition of Southwest Plaza started August 18, 2008.  The redevelopment concept will be made public in October 2008 by Steve Rauch and Dan Wilkerson.

· As a result of the unfortunate incident on Albers Ave., there will be a meeting scheduled with the National Committee for Community and Justice of Greater Dayton, Miller Valentine, Montgomery County Sheriff, St. Mary Development Corporation and Jefferson Township Trustees.  The purpose of the meeting is to find ways to improve race relations in the Township.
· I am working with a Township business on possible expansion within the Township.

· We issued a permit for a new single family residential structure that will be $500,000 plus 
· The demolitions of 12 residential structures are ready to move forward on, asbestos has been removed and utilities are disconnected. I have forward 10 additional structures to Montgomery County for approval.

· I am working with a consultant on a strategy to pass the general fund levy.  We will approach businesses for contributions.

· 3 new additional street lights will be added on Dayton-Liberty Road between Arthur Fisher Park and Olt Road.
Road Department: Craig Howell 

· Mowing of the Town Hall, Fire Station and Graveyards
· Mowing of all Township roads and unattended fronts as needed.

· Cutting of overgrown brush at Parks.

· Replaced culvert pipe on Weaver & Derby Road.

· Called OPUS for two pipe replacements on Germantown Liberty Road.
· Replaced washed a way berm on Germantown Liberty Road.
· Closed the park on Strand for the rest of the year.
· Replaced 27 traffic control signs in the township.

· Replaced 4 street name signs as needed.
Zoning Department: 
· 2 zoning permits issued 1 for a new home construction and 1 for a new garage.
· Issued approximately 80 citations.

Fire Department: Roy Mann 
For the Month of August – The Fire Chief is on vacation, so we have no report at this time.
MCSO: Captain

· 769  Incidents 

· 173  Reports Taken 

·   26  Felony Arrests

·   14  Misdemeanors Arrests  

· 160  Citations

· 139  Warnings

Trustees Report:

Trustee McGuire: No report, Absent
Trustee Jones: It has been two plus years of working on the demolition of the southwest plaza.  Mr. Johnson has really worked hard on the project, and now it is finally coming down.  I spoke with Mr. McGuire on Thursday, and he informed me that he had seized an opportunity that he simply could not pass up.  He explained that he would be going over seas as a contractor.  The resignation came in on Friday and with the holiday; this is the first chance I have had to read it.  The board does not have any additional information; this is still very new and came very fast.  We have not had the opportunity to discuss where we go from here or how to fill the vacancy.  Officially, Mr. McGuire is still a Trustee until October 1, 2008.  He did tell me that he wanted us to accept the resignation at this meeting, so that is what we did.  The streets are looking good.  Zoning is doing a wonderful job with the citations, and I hope that everyone else will notice the improvements also.  We are still in need for a levy.  I attended the swearing in and Willa Brouston was one of the people appointed by the state to work on the school board [applause was given]. I was impressed with how they conducted their first meeting.  The community needs to support the school board also.
Trustee Sims:  It is unfortunate about the situation on Albers.  I personally went out and looked at the property that was burnt.  I know a lot of people who live in that area, and it is really sad about what is happening over there.  I also went over to the next street and spoke with some citizens in that area.  I am so glad that we are going to have a meeting to discuss a resolution, because we are in the newspaper, and I know, no one wants the Township portrayed that way. Road Superintendent, you are really doing a great job on the signs throughout the Township.  Zoning is doing great also.  Being a Trustee for a long time; I can see a progress.  I know most of you are here tonight because of Mr. McGuire.  Mr. McGuire and I worked hard together, and I had no idea he was leaving until he called me on his way to Louisiana.  When he made it there, he called me again and stated that he would not be back for maybe two months.  The next day he called me and said he would not be coming back at all, because he has a six figure job over seas.  Mr. McGuire was a very ambitious and energetic person.
Citizen’s comments:
Ron Green: 
Question/Comment: What is the process to replace Hugh McGuire? The Township is in trouble, and I think the citizens should have an input on who goes into that position.  It should not be someone just you two vote on.  I think we need someone from the community that the people are for.



Answer: There are several processes. 1. The board can appoint someone to finish out his term or 2. The board can have a screening committee to review potential candidates. We have not had the opportunity to discuss it just yet.

Marvin Gephart: Question/Comments: I want to thank Craig Howell for doing a great job. Where do we stand with the BZA? I have a lady who is very upset because she can not get a hearing scheduled.



Answer: We are currently trying to re-staff the committee, at this time we have 3 members. As you know, our previous zoning person is now our fiscal officer, and we have recently brought in a new part-time zoning person, but he is only doing code enforcement.  Mr. Johnson has been filling in as much as possible, so please have her call him. We ask at every meeting for citizens to commit to one of the boards, and we have filled some of the vacancies; however people either quit or do not show up for the meetings, which we have no control over.  I understand why she would be upset, but we need to find citizens who will commit. Would anyone here tonight, like to be on the BZA?
Betty Green: Question/Comments: Hugh McGuire did a wonderful job while he was here; however, I do not agree with him getting paid for October and he is not even here for September. I have worked hard in this community for 30 years and would like to see Mary Johnson get that job.



Answer: Mr. McGuire was not paid for October, he was paid for September. 

Cora Jackson: Question/Comments: I just wanted to say thank you to all of my friends and neighbors who helped me out when my husband passed away.
Rosie Dell: Question/Comments: I did not understand what you were saying about the 500 thousand people. Also, could you please introduce Kevin Ney? We want to know a little bit about him.


Answer: The value of the new home being built in the Township is $500,000. Kevin, would you stand so that everyone can see you and state a little about yourself. Kevin stated, “I was raised in Dayton, I am a graduate of Jefferson High School, I have been a member of the Fire Department out here for 17 years, I live just outside the area in New Lebanon.”
Johnnie Miller: Question/Comments: I am thinking that we have money to tear down some of the run down houses in Ridgewood Heights, but nothing has been done.  We have houses that you can’t even see, because of over grown grass and weeds. We keep complaining about people using these houses to do drugs and other thing; and there are single women raising children living near these homes.  There are about 10 to 15 new houses on my street, and there is drug activity going on in those houses. There are a lot of kids moving into the neighbor, we need some signs or someone’s kid is going to get killed with the way cars speed on these dead end streets. I also want to thank Craig Howell for cutting the field in back of me; there are a lot of deer that live in the field. 


Answer: The demolition contract has been signed, so demolition should take place soon. Please get with Captain Landis about the drug activity and speeders.

Willa Brouston: Question/Comments: My question is about the water quality. Many of the people in the Township are served by Jefferson Regional Water Authority.  The water is of poor quality, and it has been confirmed by the EPA.  What can residents, who live close to the people who have the City of Dayton water, do to get city water?



Answer: The water line could be extended but citizens would be responsible for the cost to tap into the line.
Denise Banks: Question/Comments: Ridgewood Heights really needs your help.  There is a problem with drug dealers moving in and out of the area.  The Sheriff’s dept. has done a good job of getting those people out of the area.  My main concern is about the house next door to me, 225 Colgate Ave. It has been a vacant house for 5 years now, and no one comes to maintain the lawn or the house.  I want to know what I need to do to have the property owners cut the lawn. Also there is an issue with my power lines and there was a litter of kittens left by the previous tenants.


Answer: The process to get a vacant and nuisance property’s lawn cut is to call into the office and provide us with an address. We will attempt to notify the property owner, if they do not comply, we will have a nuisance hearing.  At the nuisance hearing we abate the property.  You will have to call DP&L about the power lines and animal control about the kittens.  The other thing I would suggest is to contact the sheriff’s dept. immediately when you see suspicious or criminal activity going on. We are trying to do the best that we can with the abatement of properties, we have done more in the past couple of months than we have done in the past 11 years.
Regina Marks: Question/Comments: My question is about the old Ren’s Market.  Can you tell me what it is currently zoned as, and if there are any plans to change the zoning? Can B1 include apartment buildings?



Answer: It is currently zoned as B1 and we do not have any plans to zone it for anything else at this time. No, apartment buildings are not included in B1, apartments are (R) for residential. Martin Luther Manor on Liscum is R6.  The Board of Trustees would not be the ones who would change the zoning. An application would have to be submitted and the Board of Commission makes that determination.
Sarah Boykins: Question/Comments: There was an attempt to break into my house and the Sheriff who came to investigate said that nothing could be done about it because nothing was taken.



Answer: Captain Landis asked her to give him a call and he would in to it.

With no more citizens’ comments, the board went into executive session to talk about personnel matters.

We have now returned from execution session and we have resolution 08-38 in regards to adding additional personnel to fill vacancies in the fire department.
Motion made by Brice Sims to accept Resolution 08-38.  Seconded by Angela Jones.

Roll Call: Angela Jones (yes) Brice Sims (yes) Hugh McGuire (absent)
Motion by Angela Jones to adjourn the meeting. Seconded by Brice Sims.

Meeting Adjourned.
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